2016 Program

2016 Program

The proceeds from our Annual “Evening of Champions” as well as
any contributions you wish to make will benefit the many junior
tennis programs supported by the
Chicago Tennis Patrons & The Chicago District Tennis Association,.

The Late Richard Bradley & The Karzen Family

Coach of the Year
Barb Rueth
League Player of the Year - Female
Georgene Ross
League Player of the Year - Male
Anthony Balzano
Organization of the Year
Barrington Area Tennis Association
Tennis Official of the Year
John Coleman
Tournament Director of the Year
Morrie Marino
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Trudy Brahin Family
CrossCourt News
Paul Dean Family
Midtown Athletic Clubs
Tom Patterson Family
Alan G. Schwartz Family

Mary Seelig Family
Helen Shockley Family
John Shostrom Family
Mel Timmons Family
Jon Vegosen Family
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2016 Program

2016 Program
Mission & Values

David Martin (President)
Julia Steele (Vice President)
Dorothy Paige (Secretary)
Mark Revermann (Treasurer)
Marco Amaro
Susan Byrne
Don Edwards
John Griffin
Donald Kempster
John M. O’Driscoll

Tom Patterson
Bob Raidt
Julie Roth
Christine M. Smith
Franklin Wolf
Jim Zagel

Who We Are
Chicago Tennis Patrons is the fund raising arm of the Chicago District
Tennis Association.

As a separate not-for-profit tax-exempt corporation, the CTP may
accept tax-deductible contributions.

The CTP is a 100% volunteer organization whose primary focus is
helping kids in the greater Chicago area through the sport of tennis.

Our programs are funded by contributions from generous individuals
and organizations.

Virtually all (approximately 96%) of the funds contributed by our
sponsors are re-invested in the youth programs and the scholarships we
support.
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Our mission is to positively impact the lives of kids in the greater Chicago
area by providing access to tennis programs that help kids develop a
healthy, active lifestyle while learning values and life skills necessary to be
successful in life and a positive contributor in their communities.
The youth programs we support provide a safe and positive environment
that helps kids by:
 encouraging a healthy / active lifestyle
 promoting values, such as confidence, sportsmanship and respect
 teaching life skills, such as leadership, responsibility and managing
emotions
 developing athletic skills that open opportunities for scholarships ... and
a lifetime of fun
 creating social opportunities that result in a broad network of lifetime
friendships
 exposing kids to diversity which provides them with a broader life
perspective
 engaging parents to become involved with their kids & their local
communities

What We Do
The Chicago Tennis Patrons offers grants and scholarships to support
tennis programs for children who might otherwise not have the opportunity
to develop their talents and potential.




Our programs provide all children regardless of income, race, gender or
ability the opportunity develop athletic and social skills in a safe and
positive environment.
Grants and scholarships are also provided to support high performance
tennis programs and individual junior tennis players who have shown
promise and potential.
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Past Hall of Fame Inductees

2016 Hall of Fame Inductee

Richard Bradley
2200 East Devon, Des Plaines, IL

T

he Chicago Tennis Hall of Fame was created by the Chicago
Tennis Patrons, Inc. on August 23, 2004. The purpose is to
honor Chicago area tennis players who have contributed to the game
as a player, coach, administrator, or in another manner that has benefited the game.
The foundation of the Chicago Tennis Hall of Fame, and the men
and women to be so honored, are the following who have been inducted since the inception date. They are as follows:
2004 Marian Baird
2004 George E. Barnes
2004 Gene Buwick
2004 Joseph E. Carrico
2004 Patricia Freebody
2004 Grant Golden
2004 Seymour Greenberg
2004 Andrea Jaeger
2004 George M. Lott, Jr.
2004 Frank Parker
2004 Marty Reissen
2004 Helen Shockley
2004 James C. Stewart
2005 Alan G. Schwartz
2006 Billie Jean King
2006 Jay Kramer
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2008 Katrina Adams
2009 George J. Jennings, Jr.
2009 Melvin E. Timmons
2010 Janet French
2010 Dave Muir
2010 Mary Seelig
2011 Thomas Patterson
2011 Chris Scott
2012 Billy Martin
2012 John & Tolly Shostrom
2013 Stephen H. Butzlaff
2014 Sylvia Gothard
2014 Jon Vegosen
2015 Nancy Hoekstra
2015 Wally Piekarski
2015 Jack Sharpe

R

ichard Bradley’s volunteer service began at
the grassroots level in his community and
extended throughout different levels at the USTA
with an emphasis on promoting and growing junior
tennis. Bradley believed that tennis could have a
powerful impact in local communities and in the
lives of children.
At the USTA level, Bradley volunteered for the
USTA/Midwest Section for 13 years, serving as
chairperson of the Section’s Junior Competition
Committee and Multicultural Participation Committee. He later served on the USTA/Midwest Section Board of Directors for four
years, and was eventually elected as a Delegate-At-Large on the Executive Committee.
At the local level, Bradley was very active in the Chicago District Tennis Association, serving in volunteer and leadership roles for approximately 20 years, which
included time on the Chicago District Board of Directors. Bradley’s work in Chicago was substantial as he played pivotal roles with the Stony Island Tennis Club,
the Love to Serve Tennis Academy, and the Chicago Prairie Tennis Club (the oldest
African American tennis organization in the country). He was elected President of
the Chicago Prairie Tennis Club in the early 1980s, serving for several years.
Bradley was elected President of the American Tennis Association in 1994 and
served for approximately six years. He also was President of the Midwestern Tennis Association (MID-TAC), the Midwest Section of the American Tennis Association, for approximately eight years. In 2011, the Midwestern Tennis Association
initiated the Richard Bradley Junior Excellence Scholarship in his honor.
Bradley’s list of accolades include the following: USTA/Midwest Section Stanley
Malless Award in 2000; American Tennis Association President Award in 1999;
Love to Serve Community Service Award in 2000; Chicago District Paul Dean
Memorial Award as Volunteer of the Year in 1997; and the renaming of his alma
mater, Rushville High School’s six court tennis facility, as the Richard Bradley
Tennis Center in 1995 in his hometown of Rushville, Indiana, for his tennis accomplishments.
Through his involvement with the Greater Chicago Community Tennis Association,
Bradley became a mentor to former professional tennis player Katrina Adams during her junior career growing up in Chicago. Bradley was instrumental in renaming
the tennis facility at the Chicago Park District’s Tuley Park as the Joseph Buckhalter
Tennis Center in 1998.
The Midwest Tennis & Education Foundation (MTEF), charitable arm of the
USTA/Midwest Section, established the Richard Bradley Memorial Scholarship in
partnership with USTA President Katrina Adams in 2015.
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2016 Hall of Fame Inductee

2015 League Player of the Year

The Karzen Family

Trudy Brahin Memorial Award

Georgene Ross
The Trudy Brahin Memorial Award is presented to an
active and talented female league player in USTA
Tennis or local club leagues. The award is based on
participation, attitude and sportsmanship. Trudy
Brahin played both league and tournament tennis in
the Chicago District and is honored with a memorial
fund established in 1992 by her family and friends.

D

ick, Jerry, Brett and Becky have had an amazing career in the Father &
Son, and Father & Daughter divisions at the USTA National level.
Dick and Jerry won four USTA National Father & Son titles in 1977, 1978 and
1982. Jerry has amassed an additional 29 USTA National Father & Son titles
with son Brett in 2001 and 2003-2015, and 13 USTA National Father & Daughter titles with daughter Becky in 2004, 2007, and 2010-2015.
Jerry and Becky have been ranked No. 1 in the USTA Father & Daughter Open
division in 2002-2005, 2007, and 2010-2012. Jerry and Brett have been ranked
No. 1 in the USTA Father & Son Open division in 2005-2014.
Now eligible for the Senior divisions, Jerry and Becky were ranked No. 1 in the
USTA Father & Daughter Senior division, and Jerry and Brett were ranked No.
1 in the USTA Father & Son Senior division in 2013 and 2014. Jerry and Brett
won the ‘Golden Slam’ winning all four USTA Father & Son Senior titles in
2012, all on different surfaces.
Jerry has served at the New Trier High School Varsity Girls’ Tennis coach since
2001, with a three year hiatus from 2009-2011. He was named the Illinois State
High School Girls’ Coach of the Year in 2002 and 2004. Jerry is the tennis
director and part owner of the North Shore Racquet Club which is the oldest and
longest running private indoor tennis facility in the Midwest. He has coordinated a tennis camp for the past 37 years at his local high school alma mater.
During his junior career, Jerry was the Illinois High School State Singles finalist
in 1969 and 1970. During his collegiate career, Jerry was a member of the University of Michigan tennis team from 1971-1975, named and All-American,
served as team captain, and named to the All Big Ten Team. He received the
University of Michigan Fielding H. Yost Award for leadership and athletic/
academic excellence in 1975. Jerry finished as an NCAA doubles semi-finalist
in 1975 before being ranked as high as No. 100 in doubles and No. 300 in singles in the world, playing at Wimbledon, the French Open and the US Open
during his career.
Both Brett and Becky played Collegiate tennis. Brett received distinguished
honors at Gustavus Adolphus College in Minnesota playing doubles and advancing to the NCAA Division 3 playoffs all four years.

8

G

eorgene Ross has been consistently dedicated to
furthering the competition and fun for league tennis for at 30 years in the Chicago District, playing both
singles and doubles.
As the captain for numerous USTA League teams,
Georgene has provided countless hours of support,
communication, and passion for the game with local
players and teams.
While captaining teams of various levels, Georgene’s
leadership has helped teams advance to both State and
Sectional championships. In 2015, Georgene’s 18 and
Over team became the IL State Champions, and had an
exceptional year winning 11 out of 12 local matches.
With the win at the State level, Georgene and her team
traveled to Sectional Championships in Indianapolis.
What was particularly gratifying to Georgene was that
17 of the 19 team players were able to join the team in
Indianapolis, and each one played at least one match.
What was notable about this team is that the youngest
player was 38 years old, and eight of the team players
were over 60.
Georgene is a true ambassador of the game of tennis.
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2015 League Player of the Year

2015 Organization of the Year

Shostrom Family Award

CrossCourt News Award
Barrington Area Tennis Association

Anthony Balazano
The Shostrom Family Award is presented to an active and talented male league player in USTA Tennis
or local club leagues. The award is based on participation, attitude and sportsmanship. John Shostrom
was a City and IHSA Champion and Division III
coach.

A

The CrossCourt News Award is presented to an aggressive, well organize
community based local tennis organization in the District. It honors a group
who has supported and promoted the overall growth of the game, especially
at a grass roots level. The award is sponsored by the CrossCourt News.

nthony Balzano has been an active league player
in the CDTA for countless years, going back to
the days before TennisLink. His passion of tennis has
allowed him to influence many around him to participate in leagues. Anthony enjoys the competitive play
and camaraderie of the team as he is always cheering
on his teammates and befriending his opponents after a
match.

M

During the 2015 season, Anthony played on a total of
13 Early Start, Winter, and Summer teams: 7.0 Men
55+, 8.0 Men 55+, 3.5 Men 18+, 3.5 Men 40+, 7.0
Mixed 18+, and 7.5 Mixed. Anthony played in a total
of 43 matches. Win or lose, Anthony always had a
smile on his face and enjoyed being around his teammates.

BATA helped to bring tennis to all elementary and middle
schools in the Barrington School District. With her Midwest
Youth Team Tennis and Junior Team Tennis programs, Mary
Beth and BATA have given opportunities for students to continue
playing outside of their gym classes. Hundreds of children have
gone through both the P.E. Programs and BATA tennis camps
and teams. Mary Beth’s dedication to helping others has also
impacted the coaches. With a full staff of high school and college
students, Mary Beth continues to provide them with continuous
education to better the on court activities. Not only does she give
her time to BATA, Mary Beth volunteers for various Chicago
District events and also was the Director of Volunteers for the
Davis Cup Tie, held in 2014.

As an active member at River Trails Tennis Center,
Anthony is known to many as a great team player, partner, and friend.

ary Beth Bowman is no stranger to tennis as she was part
of Billie Jean King’s World Team Tennis organization.
With her knowledge and passion for the game, Mary Beth
founded the Barrington Area Tennis Association (BATA) to help
expand more play opportunities in the Barrington School district
and community. Since her first year of establishment, Mary Beth
has expanded with great force.

As a pioneer and leader in her community, Mary Beth and BATA
continue to dedicate time and effort to creating more tennis opportunities for the children and families of the local community.
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2015 Tournament Director of the Year

2015 Tennis Official of the Year
Chicago Tennis Patrons Award

Mary Seelig Award

John Coleman

Morrie Marino
The Mary Seelig award is presented to a tournament
director who demonstrates a consistently high level of
expertise in hosting tournaments and an enthusiasm
for all aspects of the game. This award honors Mary
Seelig for her many years of supporting, directing and
teaching the finer points of running a tournament.

The Tennis Official of the Year Award honors an
active and highly rated tennis official working
District, Sectional or National events. This award
is sponsored by Tom Patterson.

J

ohn Coleman is no stranger to this award, as this is
his second time being honored. He has seen many
tennis matches since he became a USTA Official in
2002. From his work at local, sectional, collegiate, and
national tennis tournaments, John provides exceptional
service and authority. As a respected member of both
the USTA and CTUC (Chicago Tennis Umpires Council), he helps lead the way among his fellow officials.
John has been the Chicago District and Northern Illinois Chair of Officials since 2006, as well as the CTUC
President for six years and a member for thirteen years.
John helps to train other officials as he is a USTA Clinician. John also shares his time with Special Olympics where he is a mentor and an official. He has
helped with Special Olympics across the country as
well as the World Games in Shanghai (2007) and Los
Angeles (2015). John has received various awards
from his officiating that include CTUC Rookie Umpire,
CTUC Chair Umpire of the Year, and Collegiate Tennis Official of the Year.

M

orrie Marino is someone who likes to stay under the
radar, but his attention to detail and his efforts in
running tournaments have brought him into the spotlight.
He exhibits a very gracious and welcoming attitude to
tournament players, and all levels of players look forward
to competing in tournaments when Morrie in running
them.
Morrie has been the Tournament Director at Wheaton
Sport Center for the last four years. He is knowledgeable
in the Youth Progression tournament structure through
adult level play. When visiting Wheaton for a tournament, Morrie communicates all necessary information to
players and parents, as well as giving them directions and
ideas for local restaurants and activities. He goes above
and beyond to make sure anyone visiting Wheaton is welcomed with a smile. One of the best attributes about Morrie is that he encourages and supports all players regardless of a win or loss. He always makes sure to say thank
you to all participants.
When tournaments can be a tense and competitive environment, Morrie has gone to great lengths to bring the
players together and support all players. Morrie is a great
example of a positive tournament experience and we are
proud to have represent USTA in hosting tournaments.
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2015 Coach of the Year
Vegosen Family Award

Barb Rueth
The Vegosen Family Award recognizes a
teaching professional/coach who contributes
to tennis in the community and the District by
promoting and developing programs and
players. This Award is sponsored by the Jon
Vegosen Family.

B

arb Rueth is the 10 and Under Director/Specialist and teaching pro at Naperville Tennis Club, where she started in June
2014. A strong believer in youth development, Barb became the
first woman to receive PTR’s Master of Junior Development tennis certification in 2013. Barb is passionate about 10 and Under
tennis and player development. She is a USTA National Coach
Youth Tennis Instructor and has been identified as an Orange
Ball Junior Development Coach by the CDTA, coaching at their
Early Development Camps the last two summers.
Another passion Barb has is Junior Team Tennis. She currently
co-runs the West Suburban league, with 8 participating clubs and
over 300 players in all youth age divisions. She coaches teams for
Naperville Tennis Club in this league. Barb has coached USTA
Junior Team Tennis Teams to Chicago District and Midwest Section Championships and a 2014 National Championship 11 th
place finish.
The Wisconsin native, from a large tennis-playing family, also
volunteers on several boards. She sits on the Midwest USTA
Youth Play Subcommittee, as well as the CDTA Board of Directors, and has participated on the CDTA 10 and Under Coaches
subcommittee.
Barb is PTR and USPTA certified and teaches all levels of players. In January 2012, Barb was awarded USPTA's 2011 Illinois
State Tennis Professional of the Year. She is also on the Wilson
Racket Sports Advisory Staff Team.
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to
Denny Schackter for
being smart enough
to marry Patti Lock
24 years ago
this weekend. And
to Patti for being
almost as smart."
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The Chicago Tennis Umpires wish to thank the
Chicago Tennis Patrons for their support of the
CDTA junior tennis programs.
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CHICAGO PRAIRIE TENNIS CLUB
CONGRATULATES
OUR PAST PRESIDENT

“RICHARD BRADLEY”
FOR HIS INDUCTION INTO THE

CHICAGO TENNIS HALL OF FAME
BEST WISHES TO THE BRADLEY FAMILY
CPTC PRESIDENT: JIMMY JOHNSON
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